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PREFACE. 


Dear READERS, 
A few words as to the raison d'etre of this booklet may not be out of place. 


” Many a time and oft since joining the Indian Army have I been struck by the abysmal 
ignorance of “‘hoi polloi” as to the daily life of an officer in that glorious department. It seemed 
“to me that too much could not be known of the subject by the general’ public, and after long 
consideration I decided to take it upon myself to turn ‘on the necessary searchlight.. The: interest 
of the aforementioned “hoi polloi,” said I to myself, will be best aroused by a series of stirring 
Indian military pictures depicting scenes taken from actual ‘experience, and accompanied by arresting 
and apt quotations from the works of our foremost poets. But here arose a difficulty. The late 
Poet Laureate, having. joined the majority, was not available; and though the couplets in this 
book will be universally ascribed to him, I hasten to inform you that they are ‘scintillating gems 
which I_ was, in 1 my. extremity, forced to extract from the vast jewel-case of my own brain. 


ee 


Now, if I may be allowed to say a few words as to my individual fitness for the task of 
producing this book, | would beg to” point out’ that.I' am qualified by a military heredity. My 
great-uncle, the great General Sir W. Ashout (who suffered during the latter years of his service 
from convergent strabismus and pronounced and chronic hepatic nodules), revolutionised the musketry 
of his day by the substitution of Palaeolithic for Devonian flints in the sparking plugs of the 


arquebus (Mark IV. * 4/10.3.1702, 500,000, W. & S.), whilst my grandfather will long } 
remembered as the inventor of the modern Emergency Ration, which consists of two adamantin 
cakes of discoloured granite, the one labelled “Soup,” and the other “Chocolate.” Both ar 
entirely insoluble in water, and are so devised as to be usable either as ammunition for a fougass, a 
in larger quantities, as metal for what are known as ‘10 minute roads” (the type of thoroughfa 
now universally adopted by the Public Works Department). 


Lastly, my uncle on my mother’s side, a famous General of Bengal Engineers, originate: 
the method, now exclusively employed by the ‘sepoy, of making fine adjust- 
ments in the machinery of a maxim gun or heliograph by means of the 
head of a pickaxe. However, great as was his influence with the 
personnel of the Native Army, .he failed, during a career of over 40 years, 
to attain the ambition of his life, which was to educate the sepoy to such a 
pitch of erudition as to enable him to take up any photograph and at once 
regard it right side up. 


Suffering, as he did, from the ravages of an insidious disease induced 
by a taste for a little known Eastern drug, yclept by apothecaries C2 Hs O H, 
the immediate cause of his sudden dematerialisation was one Ganda Singh, 
a sepoy, who, when shown by my uncle a photograph of the latest 


“Dreadnought,” held it upside down, and thoughtfully remarked, ‘“ Bahut 
achcha bangla.” 
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